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Action: Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance  
 
Petitioner:    City of Dunwoody, Georgia 
 
Petitioner’s Request: A clean-up amendment to the entirety of the Zoning 


Ordinance to clarify the intent and procedures of the 
code language by revising various inconsistencies, 
mistitling and unclear passages.  


 
 


The city’s current Zoning Ordinance was formally adopted by the Mayor & City Council on 
December 18, 2009.  Since that time city staff has reviewed the text in detail and found instances of 
various inconsistencies, mistitling, and unclear language.  Staff’s proposal clarifies the intent and 
procedures of the code adopted in December without proposing policy changes. 


The majority of changes listed on the attached sheets modify the county staff titles of the 
department administering the code to Dunwoody city titles.  The majority of the other changes 
pertain to removing references to the noise ordinance, since there are already existing noise 
regulations within the City Code of Ordinances administered by the police department, and adding 
the R-A5 district back into the text. 


1. The portions of the code that refer to an applicant’s attendance at Board and/or 
Commission meetings should make attendance mandatory, rather than discretionary. 


Community Council 


At their regular April meeting, the Dunwoody Community Council discussed the proposal as 
presented by staff and voted unanimously in favor of adopting the amended language with two 
further recommendations: 


2. All instances that reference DeKalb County, or simply “county”, should be changed to 
reference the City of Dunwoody, or “city” as appropriate. 


Planning Commission 


Following the Community Council meeting, the proposal was presented to the Planning 
Commission at the first of two Public Hearings. Between the Community Council meeting on April 
9, 2009, and the Planning Commission meeting on May 12th, staff was informed that, without any 
known cause, the text of DeKalb County’s ordinance related to the “R-A5 (Single Family 
Residential) District” was omitted from the codification of the City of Dunwoody Zoning 
Ordinance, despite the fact that the city has within its limits districts zoned R-A5. For that reason, 
staff suggests that the omitted text, attached, be re-instated in the text of the Zoning Ordinance. 
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Following discussion of the items presented, the Commissioners discussed the matter, and chose to 
separate their motions and recommendations related to the clean-up amendment. The list of 
motions was as follows: 


a. Motion: Approve the amendment as presented, w/ recommendations to change all 
instances of the word “DeKalb County” or “county” in the current ordinance to “City of 
Dunwoody” or “city”, as appropriate. Motion carries 5-0. 


b. Motion: Further recommend that the zoning district R-A5 and its associated verbiage be re-
instated into the Zoning Ordinance. Motion carries 5-0. 


c. Motion: Staff redlines, consistent with text presented as an attachment in the staff report, 
approved as presented. Motion carries 5-0.  


d. Motion: add verbiage that makes an applicant’s attendance at Board of Zoning Appeals, 
Planning Commission and City Council meetings compulsory, not discretionary. Motion 
carries 3-2. 


The last item on the above list was a point of expanded discussion amongst the Commissioners 
simply because the premise was raised that non-attendance at a meeting where an item is slated for 
discussion is in itself a commentary on the part of the applicant seeking approval. Additionally, the 
Commission reached no accord on what the penalty would be for non-attendance at a meeting.  


Staff recommends approval of the text amendment, including the redlined and strike-thru text 
document attached, the additional verbiage related to the R-A5 residential district, R-190 residential 
district, and R-50 residential and changing all instances of county references to city references. Staff 
does not, however, support the recommendation to require attendance at Board or Commission 
meetings. Staff sees this as a policy shift, not simply a correction of a typographical error, which 
exceeds the original impetus of the text amendment. 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 27 OF THE CITY OF DUNWOODY CODE 


OF ORDINANCES BY A TEXT AMENDMENT TO CLEAN-UP CERTAIN 
LANGUAGE, REINSTATE CERTAIN PROVISIONS, AND AMEND CERTAIN 


REQUIREMENTS 
 


WHEREAS,  The City of Dunwoody adopted the Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 
27 of the City of Dunwoody Code of Ordinances, on December 18, 2008; 
and 


 
WHEREAS,  Since the adoption of the Zoning Ordinance in December, the City staff has 


reviewed the text in detail and located instances of various inconsistencies, 
mistitlings, unclear language, and removal of certain sections which should 
not have been removed; and 


 
WHEREAS,  The City desires to clarify the intent and procedures of the Zoning 


Ordinance, adopted in December, as well as remove all inconsistencies, 
without any major policy changes; and 


 
WHEREAS, A properly-advertised public hearing has been held on May 26, 2009 during 


the First Read of this Ordinance and the Second Read of this Ordinance and 
adoption is being held on June 8, 2009.  


 
 THEREFORE, Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody hereby ordain as 
follows:  
 
 Section 1


1. Page viii – Table Of Contents, insert ‘R’ into Office-Commercial-Residential acronym: 


:  The City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 27 of the City Code of 
Ordinances, is hereby amended as follows: 
 


 
“Division 2W.  OCR (Office-Commercial-Residential) District” 


 
2. Page 2 – Sec. 1-4: “…2008 Ga. Laws 2008 pg. 3536, Act Approved March 25, 2008


 
Add reference to the Community Council to reflect their role in our decision making 
process. 
 
“(p)  To implement the authority, powers and duties of the 


, …” 


community council,


3. Page 6 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are to 
be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of the 
Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


 planning 
commission and the zoning board of appeals pursuant to state and local law.” 
 


 
"A" weighted sound level means the sound level reported in units of dB(A) approximating the 
response of human hearing when measuring sounds of low to moderate intensity as 
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measured using the "A" weighting network with a sound level meter meeting the standards 
set forth in ANSI S1.4-1983 or its successors. 


 
4. Page 8 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are to 


be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of the 
Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 
 
Boom box means any self-contained, portable, hand-held music or sound amplification or 
reproduction equipment capable of emitting sound.  


5. Page 10 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


Boom car means any vehicle with loudspeakers, amplifiers, radio receiving sets, musical 
instruments, phonographs or other equipment capable of producing, reproducing or 
emitting sound which is cast upon the public streets for personal or commercial purposes. 
 


 


6. Page 11 – Sec. 1-17, Commercial district will be re-written for clarity, to reads as follows: 


"C" weighted sound level means the sound level reported in units of dB(C) as measured using 
the "C" weighting network with a sound level meter meeting the standards set forth in ANSI 
S1.4-1983 or its successors. 
 


 
Commercial district means any parcel of land which is zoned for any commercial use including 
regional commercial centers, neighborhood and community oriented stores, shopping 
centers and other developed centers where commercial land uses predominate.  Such 
districts would include O-I, O-I-T, C-2, O-D, NS, C-1 and any property zoned OCR 
excluding property used for residential use 


7. Page 12 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


and any exclusively non-residential portion(s) of 
any parcel(s) zoned OCR. 
 


 
Complainant means any person who has registered a noise complaint with an authorized 
enforcement agency that he or she is the recipient of noise on a protected property category.  
A complainant must have an interest in the protected property as an owner, tenant, or 
employee.  


8. Page 13 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


Continuous sound means any sound with duration of more than one (1) second, as measured 
with a sound level meter set to the "slow" meter response. 
 


 
Decibel (dB) means the unit for the measurement of sound pressure based upon a reference 
pressure of twenty (20) micropascals (zero decibels), i.e., the average threshold of hearing for 
a person with very good hearing.  
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9. Density needs to be expnded to include non-residential applications. The new definition shall 


read as follows: 
 
Density means the number of dwelling units per acre of land, or, in the case of non-residential 
applications, it is the gross floor area per acre of land


10. Page 14 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


. 
 


 


11. Page 15 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


Extraneous sound means a sound of high intensity and relatively short duration which is 
neither part of the neighborhood residual sound, nor comes from the sound source under 
investigation.  
 


 


12. Page 17 – Sec. 1-17, High rise apartment development should read as follows: 


Frequency means the time rate of repetition of sound waves in cycles per second, reported as 
Hertz (Hz), also referred to as "pitch."  
 


 
High-rise apartment development means a building or buildings with a minimum of three stories 
containing multifamily dwelling units and developed in accordance with the provisions of to 
this Chapter. 
 
All references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are to be removed from 
the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of the Police Department 
and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 
 
Impulsive sound means either a single pressure peak or a single burst (multiple pressure peaks) 
that has a duration of less than one (1) second characterized with an abrupt onset and rapid 
decay. 


13. Page 21 Sec. 1-17– the definition for “Lot width” has a typo and should read: 


INCE means Institute of Noise Control Engineering.  
 


 
Lot width means the horizontal distance between the side lines of a lot measured at right 
angles to its depth along a straight line parallel to the street.  
Additionally, references to DeKalb County need to be updated to refer to the City of 
Dunwoody. To that end, “Major thoroughfare” should be revised to read as follows: 
 
Major thoroughfare means a street, road or highway shown as a major thoroughfare in the 
DeKalb County City of Dunwoody


14. Page 22 – Sec. 1-17 – the definition for “Mobile Home Park” has a typo and should read: 


 Transportation and Thoroughfare Plan.  
 







STATE OF GEORGIA 
CITY OF DUNWOODY  ORDINANCE 2009-06-32 
 


4 
 


 
“Mobile home park means a parcel of land which has been planned and improved pursuant to 
the requirement(s) of to


15. Page 23 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


 this Chapter and the Dunwoody City Code for the placement of 
mobile homes for non-transient use.”  
 


 
Muffler means a sound-dissipative device or system for lessening the sound of the exhaust of 
an internal combustion machine where such a device is part of the normal configuration of 
the equipment.  


16. Page 24 - Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


Neighborhood residual sound level means that measured value that represents the summation of 
the sound from all of the discrete sources affecting a given site at a given time, exclusive of 
extraneous sounds, and those from the source under investigation.  Neighborhood residual 
sound level is synonymous with background sound level.  Neighborhood residual sounds are 
differentiated from extraneous sounds by the fact that the former are not of a relatively short 
duration, although they are not necessarily continuous.  
 


 
Noise control officer means a City employee or agent who has received noise enforcement 
training and is currently certified in noise enforcement. 
 


17. Page 26 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


Noise sensitive facility means any facility whose operations may be detrimentally impacted by 
excessive sound levels.  Such facilities include but are not limited to schools, hospitals, and 
places of worship.  
 


 


18. Page 29 – Sec. 1-17, the Secretary position of all City Boards falls under the responsibility of 
the Community Development Director, not the City Manager. 


Plainly audible means any sound that can be detected by a person using his or her unaided 
hearing faculties. 
 


 
Secretary means the City Manager Community Development Director or his/her designee 
who shall serve as secretary to the Community Council, planning commission and as 
secretary to the zoning board of appeals. 
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19. Page 30 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 
 


20. Page 31 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


Sound level meter means an instrument that conforms to ANSI S1.4-1983 or its successors.  
 


 


21. Page 33 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


Steady tonal quality means sound emissions comprised of a single frequency or a narrow 
cluster of frequencies, which may be referred to as a whine, hum or buzz, with measured 
sound levels not fluctuating by more than plus or minus three (3) dB(A). 
 


 


22. Page 34 – Sec. 1-17, the authority to grant approvals for walls and their materials falls under 
the responsibility of the Community Development Director or designee, not the City 
Manager. 


Total sound level means that measured level which represents the summation of the sounds 
from the sound source under investigation and the neighborhood residual sounds which 
affect a given place at a given time, exclusive of extraneous sound sources.  
 


 
Wall means a solid retaining or security barrier constructed of materials including brick, 
stone, concrete, concrete block, ceramic tile or other aggregate materials and other such 
materials as may be approved by the City Manager Community Development Director


23. Page 37 – Sec. 1-24: maps are maintained in the office of the Community Development 
Director, not the office of the City Manager. 


 or 
his/her designee. 
 


 
“The boundaries of the various land use districts are shown upon the maps that constitute 
the land use element of the comprehensive plan and are made a part of this Chapter and 
shall be maintained by the City Manager Community Development Director


24. Page 44 – Sec. 2A-12 (and every other instance throughout the document, i.e. 2B-12, 2C-12, 
2D-12, etc.): all occurrences of “Noise Limitations” will be removed from the Zoning 
Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of the Police Department and they 
have their own codes to address noise violations: 


 or his/her 
designee at the direction of the City Council.   
 


 
Sec. 2A-12.  Noise Limitations. 
All uses authorized and permitted within this district shall operate in compliance with the 
noise limitation requirements contained in Section 4-30 of this Chapter. 
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25. Page 67 – Sec. 2G-7 the first sentence shall read R-A8, not RA-8: 


 
“Where a lot in the RA-8 R-A8


26. Page 84 – Sec. 2K-7: 


 (Single-family Residential) District is used for attached 
single-family dwellings and adjoins the boundary of any property which is zoned R (Single-
family Residential) District, except single-family attached developments, a transitional buffer 
zone not less than twenty (20) feet in width shall be provided and maintained in a natural 
state…” 


 


 
“Spacing between multiple buildings within an RM-150 district is subject to the requirements 
of Section 27-788 Section 4-55


27. Page 93 – Sec. 2M-5(b)(1): 


.” 
 


 
(1) Utility structure necessary for the transmission or distribution of service (Section 4-


35) (Section 4-38)
 


. 


28. Page 99 – Section 2N-5 “Special Permits” (and all other similar sections): 
 
(a) Special administrative permit from director of public works 


 


community development director or his/her 
designee(s). 


29. Page 103 – Section 2P-2(a) “To provide for the development of multifamily neighborhoods 
within the county 


 
city…” 


30. Page 108 – “Sec. 212Q
 


-2.  Statement of Purpose and Intent.” 


31. Page 126 – Section 2S-16 “director of planning” should read “director of community 
development and/or his/her assigns”. 
 
“The director of planning community development director or his/her designee(s) shall, 
after final approval of any development plan for NCD,…” 
 
Also, “Clerk of Superior Court of City of Dunwoody” should read “Clerk of Superior Court 
of DeKalb County”, because plats are recorded at the county level, not with the city. 
 
“…record said final plat with the Clerk of Superior Court of City of Dunwoody DeKalb 
County


32. Page 138 – Section 2V-5: “Section 47-47” should read “Section 4-47”. 


.” 
 


 
“1. Telecommunications tower and antenna, subject to requirements of Section 47-47 4-
47


33. Page 158 – Section 2Y-11: “Section 4-20” should read “Section 4-21”. 


.” 
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“See Section 4-20 4-21


34. Page 164 – Section 2Z-9(a): Add the missing reference to “see section 4-2”. 


, Landscaping requirements for parking lots.” 
 


 
“(a) Adult entertainment establishments and adult service facilities:  One (1) parking space for each 
seventy-five (75) square feet of floor area in the building. (See Section 4-2, Adult 
entertainment establishments)


35. Page 176 – Section 2BB-5(a)(1): “Section -47” should read “Section 4-47”. 


.” 
 


 
“(1) Telecommunications tower or antenna, subject to requirements of Section 4-47.” 


 
36. Page 190 – Section 2CC-14(b)(2): should not read “Section 2-X”, it should instead read 


“Neighborhood Shopping District”. Section 2X in this document could change in the future, 
and possibly no longer refer to the NS district. 
 
“(2) Commercial and office uses authorized in Section 2-X the NS


37. Page 203 – Section 3B-1(c): To maintain and enhance natural land features which are 
environmentally significant or which constitute a natural resource of importance to the 


 (Neighborhood 
Shopping) District.” 


 


county city at large,; 


 


including especially Arabia Mountain and the valleys, ridges and areas of 
significant views surrounding said mountain; 


38. Page 204 – Section 3C-3: “Chapter 1 of the Code of Ordinances” should instead read 
“Chapter 27 of the Code of Ordinances”, and thereby incorporate it into the Zoning 
Ordinance. 
 
“…to this Chapter which amendment shall be incorporated herein and made a part of this 
Chapter 1 27


39. Page 207 – Section 3D-6(d)(7): Primary windows shall be at least twenty-four (24) inches 
wide and at least thirty-six (36) inches tall. Picture windows shall be no wider than five (5) 


 of the Code of Ordinance.” 
 


inches feet
 


 and no taller than seven and one half (7 1/2) feet. 


40. Page 216 – Section 4-2(c)(2): “…A “substantial business activity” exits exists


 


 where the 
commercial establishment meets any one or more of the following criteria:…” 


41. Page 226 – Section 4-16(a): “director of planning” should read “community development 
director”. 
 
“Art shows, carnival rides and similar events of community interest may be approved by the 
Director of Planning Community Development Director or his/her designee


42. Page 235 – Section 4-30: The “Noise ordinance” in its entirety shall be deleted. From this 
point forward noise violations will be the responsibility of the Police department. 


 by special 
administrative permit,…” 
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43. Page 247 – Section 4-39(e): “relative residence permit” should be approved by the 


Community Development Director and not the Public Works Director. 
 
“…Permits for the second kitchen facility shall not be issued until such time as the real 
property owner has applied to and received from the director of public works community 
development director or his/her designee


44. Page 254 – Section 4-48, Temporary Buildings: Replace text that references the Director of 
Planning with the title Community Development Director. 


 a relative residence permit.”   
 


 
“Such time period may be extended upon approval by the Director of Planning Community 
Development Director or his/her designee.  Such temporary buildings shall be sited and 
permitted in any district upon approval of the Director of Planning Community 
Development Director or his/her designee.” 
 
Section 4-49: “Temporary Outdoor Sales of Merchandise” should be approved by the 
Community Development Director and not the Public Works Director. 
 
“Temporary outdoor sales of merchandise, including flea markets, may be authorized upon 
approval of a special administrative permit by the director of public works community 
development director


45. Page 262 – Section 4-61.3: “Conservation Subdivision regulations--Purpose and Intent.” 


 in the C-1, C-2 and M districts…” 
 


 
Remove references to the Planning Commission in the sketch plat process, in accordance 
with the newest revised subdivision regulations. 
 


46. Page 270 – add Section 5A-4, Community Council Established; Membership; Terms. 
This new section is created to fill in the section currently reserved, and will allow for the 
establishment and practice of the Community Council. The text shall read as follows: 
 
(a) 


 


There is hereby established a City of Dunwoody Community Council consisting of 
seven (7) members, whose qualifications and guidelines shall be dictated by 
Chapter 2 (“Administration”) of the City of Dunwoody Code of Ordinances.  If a 
provision of Chapter 2 of the City Code is in conflict with any portion of the City 
of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance as it pertains to the Planning Commission, 
Chapter 2 of the City Code shall control. 


(b) “Following the monthly closing date for the introduction or filing of an application 
to amend the official zoning maps, the text of this chapter, or the comprehensive 
plan land use maps, a copy of all such proposed amendments shall be made 
available by the community development director or the director's designee to the 
Dunwoody community council for consideration. Applicants are encouraged to be 
present at the community council meetings to present their applications. 
Community council may consider such ordinances and applications in relation to 
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the applicable standards and criteria contained in this chapter, and may 
communicate their recommendation in a timely fashion to the secretary of the 
planning commission prior to said commission's public hearing on said ordinance 
or application. The failure of any community council to timely comply with the 
provisions of this subsection shall not constitute grounds for deferral or denial of 
any proposed amendment either by the planning commission or the mayor & city 
council.” 


 
47. Page 287 – Section 5D-1 and others: all references to the “Board of Zoning Appeals”, will 


be switched to “Zoning Board of Appeals


 


” for the sake of consistency throughout the 
document. 


48. All references in the document to either the Planning Director and/or the Director of 
Planning will be changed to Community Development Director
 


. 


49. Add R-A5 zoning district to Article II, in entirety as follows: 
 
DIVISION 2F(2): R-A5 (SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) DISTRICT 
 
Sec. 2F(2)-1.  Scope of provisions. 
The provisions contained within this section are the regulations of the R-A5 (Single-family 
Residential) District. 
 
Sec. 2F(2)-2.  Statement of purpose and intent. 
The purpose and intent of the board of commissioners in establishing the R-A5 (Single-family 
Residential) District is as follows: 


(a)   To provide for the protection of neighborhoods within the county where lots have an 
average area of no less than eight thousand (8,000) square feet; individual lots must have a 
minimum of six thousand (6,000) square feet; 
(b)   To provide for infill development in neighborhoods having an average density of five 
(5) units per acre in a manner compatible with existing development; 
(c)   To assure that the uses and structures authorized in the R-A5 (Single-family Residential) 
District are those uses and structures designed to serve the housing, recreational, 
educational, religious, and social needs of the neighborhood. 


 
Sec. 2F(2)-3.  Principal uses and structures. 
The following principal uses of land and structures shall be authorized in the R-A5 (Single-
family Residential) District: 


(a)   Attached single-family dwelling. 
(b)   Detached single-family dwelling. 
(c)   Personal care home, family. 
(d)   Personal care home, registered. 


 
Sec. 2F(2)-4.  Accessory uses, buildings and structures. 
Accessory uses, buildings and structures shall be located within the rear yard. Accessory 
buildings and structures shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height or the height of the principal 
structure, whichever is less, and shall comply with the requirements of section 4-1. The 
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following accessory uses of land and buildings and structures shall be authorized in the R-A5 
(Single-family Residential) District: 


(a)   Accessory uses and buildings and structures incidental to any authorized principal use, 
including the following and similar uses: 


(1)   Garages for parking of automobiles. 
(2)   Storage buildings. 
(3)   Swimming pools. 
(4)   Tennis courts and other play and recreation areas. 


(b)   Signs in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and Chapter 21. 
 
 
Sec. 2F(2)-5.  Special permits. 
The following uses and structures shall be authorized only by permits of the type indicated: 


(a)   Special administrative permit from director of public works:     
(1)   Home occupation involving no customer contact and no employee other than a 
person residing on the premises. 


(b)   Special exception permit from the zoning board of appeals:     
(1)   Utility structure necessary for the transmission or distribution of service. 


(c)   Special land use permit from board of commissioners:     
(1)   Adult day care facility. 
(2)   Amateur radio service antenna exceeding seventy (70) feet. 
(3)   Cemetery, columbarium, or mausoleum. 
(4)   Child day care facility. 
(5)   Convent or monastery. 
(6)   Home occupation involving any customer contact. 
(7)   Home stay bed and breakfast residence. 
(8)   Neighborhood recreation club. 
(9)   Place of worship. 
(10)   Private elementary, middle and high school. 


 
Sec. 2F(2)-6.  Lot width; lot area; setbacks. 
The following requirements shall apply to all lots and structures in the R-A5 (Single-family 
Residential) District: 


(a)   Lot width:     
(1)   Single-family detached dwellings:  Sixty (60) feet of frontage as measured along the public 
street frontage, except that lots fronting on the cul-de-sac of a street shall have at least 
thirty-five (35) feet of frontage as measured along the public street and shall have at least 
sixty (60) feet of frontage as measured at the required front yard building setback line.   
(2)   Single-family attached dwellings:  One hundred (100) feet of frontage as measured along 
the public street.   


(b)   Minimum lot area, detached single-family dwellings:  Six thousand (6,000) square feet.   
(c)   Maximum density for attached or detached single-family dwellings:  Five (5) dwelling units per 
acre.   
(d)   Minimum setback requirements:     


(1)   Front yard setback:  Five (5) feet, except that where a garage door faces the street, the 
facade of said garage shall be set back no less than twenty (20) feet from back of curb, or 
where sidewalk is required, the facade of said garage shall be set back no less than twenty 
(20) feet from back of sidewalk.   
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(2)   Interior side yard setbacks  are as follows:   
(A)   Single-family detached dwellings:  Seven and one-half (7 1/2) feet.   
(B)   Single-family attached dwellings:  Fifteen (15) feet.   
(3)   Side yard along side street side on corner lot:  Fifteen (15) feet.   


(4)   Rear yard:  Thirty (30) feet.   
 
Sec. 2F(2)-7.  Transitional buffer zone requirement. 
Where a lot in the RA-5 (Single-family Residential) District is used for attached single-family 
dwellings and adjoins the boundary of any property which is zoned R (Single-family Residential) 
District, except single-family attached developments, a transitional buffer zone not less than 
twenty (20) feet in width shall be provided and maintained in a natural state. Said transitional 
buffer zone shall not be paved and shall not be used for parking, loading, storage or any other 
use, except where necessary to grade or modify a portion of the transitional buffer zone for the 
installation of utilities necessitated by the development. Water detention ponds shall not be 
located within transitional buffer zones. No trees, other than dead or diseased trees, shall be 
removed from said transitional buffer zone, but additional trees and plant material may be added 
to the transitional buffer zone. In addition, a screening fence not less than six (6) feet in height 
shall be erected and maintained either along the property line or within the transitional buffer 
zone separating the use from the adjoining single-family residential. 
 
Sec. 2F(2)-8.  Height of buildings and structures. 
No building or structure shall exceed a height of thirty-five (35) feet. 
 
Sec. 2F(2)-9.  Floor area of dwelling. 
The floor area of each dwelling shall be no less than one thousand four hundred (1,400) square 
feet. 
 
Sec. 2F(2)-10.  Lot coverage. 
The lot coverage of each lot shall not exceed fifty (50) percent. 
 
Sec. 2F(2)-11.  Off-street parking requirement. 
Off-street parking requirements for uses and structures authorized and permitted in the R-A5 
(Single-family Residential) District are as follows: 


(a)   Attached single-family dwelling:     
(1)   Less than one thousand six hundred (1,600) square feet of floor area:  Two (2) spaces.   
(2)   One thousand six hundred (1,600) through one thousand nine hundred ninety-nine (1,999) square 
feet of floor area:  Three (3) spaces.   
(3)   Two thousand (2,000) square feet or greater:  Four (4) spaces.   


(b)   Detached single-family dwelling:  Four (4) spaces.   
(c)   Personal care home, family:  Four (4) spaces.   
(d)   Personal care home, registered:  Four (4) spaces.   
(e)   Adult day care facility:  Four (4) spaces.   
(f)   Child day care facility:  Four (4) spaces.   
(g)   Convent or monastery:  One (1) space for each two hundred (200) square feet of floor area 
within the principal structure.   
(h)   Neighborhood recreation club:  One (1) space for each five (5) club members but in no case 
less than ten (10) spaces.   
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(i)   Place of worship:  One (1) space for each three (3) seats in the largest assembly room used 
for public worship, or, where fixed seats are not utilized, one (1) space for each twenty-five 
(25) square feet of floor space in the largest assembly room used for public worship.   
(j)   Private elementary, middle and high school:     


(1)   Elementary and middle school:  Two (2) spaces for each classroom.   
(2)   High school:  Five (5) spaces for each classroom.   


(k)   Other uses:  One (1) space for each two hundred (200) square feet of floor area within the 
principal structure.   


 
Sec. 2F(2)-12.  Landscaping requirement. 
Each lot shall provide and shall maintain trees and plant material as is required in Chapter 14. 
 
Sec. 2F(2)-13.  Public streets required. 
All streets upon which detached single-family homes are constructed in the RA-5 district shall be 
public streets. 


 
This zoning District, RA-5, shall also be added in appropriate outline form to the Table of 
Contents, page (iii), immediately above Division 2G. 


 
50.  Add R-190 zoning district to Article II, in entirety as follows: 
 


 
DIVISION 2A(1).  R-190 (SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) DISTRICT 


Sec. 2A(1)-1.  Scope of provisions. 


 


The provisions contained within this section are the regulations of the R-190 (Single-family 
Residential) District. 


Sec. 2A(1)-2.  Statement of purpose and intent. 
The purpose and intent of the mayor & city council in establishing the R-190 (Single-family 
Residential) District is as follows: 
(a)   To provide for the protection of neighborhoods within the city where lots have a minimum 
area of one (1) acre; 
(b)   To provide for infill development in neighborhoods having one (1) acre lots in a manner 
compatible with existing development; 


 


(c)   To assure that the uses and structures authorized in the R-190 (Single-family Residential) 
District are those uses and structures designed to serve the housing, recreational, educational, 
religious, and social needs of the neighborhood. 


Sec. 2A(1)-3.  Principal uses and structures. 
The following principal uses of land and structures shall be authorized in the R-190 (Single-
family Residential) District: 
(a)   Single-family detached dwelling. 
(b)   Personal care home, family. 
(c)   Personal care home, registered. 
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(d)   Agriculture as follows: 
(1)   Keeping of pigeons (See section X-XX). 
(2)   Livestock. 


 
(3)   Riding stable. 


Sec. 2A(1)-4.  Accessory uses, buildings and structures. 
Accessory uses, buildings and structures shall be located within the rear yard. Accessory 
buildings and structures shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height or the height of the principal 
structure, whichever is less, and shall comply with the requirements of section XX-XXX. The 
following accessory uses of land and buildings and structures shall be authorized in the R-190 
(Single-family Residential) District: 
(a)   Accessory uses and buildings and structures incidental to any authorized principal use, 
including the following and similar uses: 
(1)   Garages for parking of automobiles. 
(2)   Storage buildings. 
(3)   Swimming pools. 
(4)   Tennis courts and other play and recreation areas. 


 
(b)   Signs in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and Chapter 21. 


Sec. 2A(1)-5.  Special permits. 
The following uses and structures shall be authorized only by permits of the type indicated: 
(a)   Special administrative permit from the community development director: 
(1)   Home occupation involving no customer contact and no employee other than a person 
residing on the premises. 
(b)   Special exception permit from the zoning board of appeals: 
(1)   Utility structure necessary for the transmission or distribution of service. 
(c)   Special land use permit from the mayor & city council: 
(1)   Adult day care facility. 
(2)   Amateur radio service antenna exceeding seventy (70) feet. 
(3)   Cemetery or mausoleum. 
(4)   Child day care facility. 
(5)   Convent or monastery. 
(6)   Home occupation involving any customer contact. 
(7)   Home stay bed and breakfast residence. 
(8)   Neighborhood recreation club. 
(9)   Place of worship. 


 
(10)   Private elementary, middle and high school. 


Sec. 2A(1)-6.  Lot width; lot area; setbacks. 
The following requirements shall apply to all lots and structures in the R-190 (Single-family 
Residential) District: 
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(a)   Lot width:  All lots shall have at least one hundred ninety (190) feet of frontage as measured 
along the public street frontage, except that lots fronting on the cul-de-sac of a street shall have 
at least thirty-five (35) feet of frontage as measured along the public street and shall have at least 
one hundred ninety (190) feet of width as measured at the point of the required front yard 
building setback line.   
(b)   Minimum lot area:  One (1) acre.   
(c)   Minimum yard adjacent to public street:     
(1)   From major thoroughfares: Sixty (60) feet. 
(2)   From minor thoroughfares: Fifty (50) feet. 
(3)   From collector streets: Forty-five (45) feet. 
(4)   From other streets: Forty-five (45) feet. 
(d)   Interior side yard setbacks:  Twenty (20) feet.   


 
(e)   Rear yard:  Forty (40) feet.   


Sec. 2A(1)-7.  Height of buildings and structures. 


 
No building or structure shall exceed a height of thirty-five (35) feet. 


Sec. 2A(1)-8.  Floor area of dwelling. 


 
The floor area of each dwelling shall be no less than two thousand (2,000) square feet. 


Sec. 2A(1)-9.  Lot coverage. 


 
The lot coverage of each lot shall not exceed twenty-five (25) percent. 


Sec. 2A(1)-10.  Off-street parking requirement. 
Off-street parking requirements for uses and structures authorized and permitted in the R-190 
(Single-family Residential) District are as follows: 
(a)   Detached single-family dwelling:  Four (4) spaces.   
(b)   Personal care home, family:  Four (4) spaces.   
(c)   Personal care home, registered:  Four (4) spaces.   
(d)   Adult day care facility:  Four (4) spaces.   
(e)   Child day care facility:  Four (4) spaces.   
(f)   Convent or monastery:  One (1) space for each two hundred (200) square feet of floor area 
within the principal structure.   
(g)   Neighborhood recreation club:  One (1) space for each five (5) club members but in no case less 
than ten (10) spaces.   
(h)   Place of worship:  One (1) space for each three (3) seats in the largest assembly room used for 
public worship, or, where fixed seats are not utilized, one (1) space for each twenty-five (25) 
square feet of floor space in the largest assembly room used for public worship.   
(i)   Private elementary, middle and high school:     
(1)   Elementary and middle school:  Two (2) spaces for each classroom.   
(2)   High school:  Five (5) spaces for each classroom.   
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(j)   Other uses:  One (1) space for each two hundred (200) square feet of floor area within the 
principal structure.   


Sec. 2A(1)-11.  Landscaping requirement. 


51.  Add R-50 zoning district in Article II, in entirety as follows: 


Each lot shall provide and shall maintain trees and plant material as is required in this chapter 
and Chapter 14. 


This zoning district R-190 shall also be added in appropriate outline form to the Table of 
Contents, page (ii), immediately above Division 2B. 


 


 


 
DIVISION 2F(1).  R-50 (SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) DISTRICT 


Sec. 2F(1)-1.  Scope of provisions. 


 


The provisions contained within this section are the regulations of the R-50 (Single-family 
Residential) District. 


Sec. 2F(1)-2.  Statement of purpose and intent. 
The purpose and intent of the Mayor & City Council in establishing the R-50 (Single-family 
Residential) District is as follows: 
(a)   To provide for the protection of neighborhoods within the city where lots have a minimum area 
of six thousand (6,000) square feet; 
(b)   To provide for infill development in neighborhoods having six thousand (6,000) square foot 
lots in a manner compatible with existing development; 


 


(c)   To assure that the uses and structures authorized in the R-50 (Single-family Residential) District 
are those uses and structures designed to serve the housing, recreational, educational, religious, and 
social needs of the neighborhood. 


Sec. 2F(1)-3.  Principal uses and structures. 
The following principal uses of land and structures shall be authorized in the R-50 (Single-family 
Residential) District: 
(a)   Detached single-family dwelling. 
(b)   Personal care home, family. 


 
(c)   Personal care home, registered. 


Sec. 2F(1)-4.  Accessory uses, buildings and structures. 
Accessory uses, buildings and structures shall be located within the rear yard. Accessory buildings 
and structures shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height or the height of the principal structure, 
whichever is less, and shall comply with the requirements of section XX-XX. The following 
accessory uses of land and buildings and structures shall be authorized in the R-50 (Single-family 
Residential) District: 
(a)   Accessory uses and buildings and structures incidental to any authorized principal use, including 
the following and similar uses: 
(1)   Garages for parking of automobiles. 
(2)   Storage buildings. 
(3)   Swimming pools. 
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(4)   Tennis courts and other play and recreation areas. 


 
(b)   Signs in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and Chapter 21. 


Sec. 2F(1)-5.  Special permits. 
The following uses and structures shall be authorized only by permits of the type indicated: 
(a)   Special administrative permit from the community development director:     
(1)   Home occupation involving no customer contact and no employee other than a person residing 
on the premises. 
(b)   Special exception permit from the zoning board of appeals:     
(1)   Utility structure necessary for the transmission or distribution of service. 
(c)   Special land use permit from the mayor & city council:     
(1)   Adult day care facility. 
(2)   Amateur radio service antenna exceeding seventy (70) feet. 
(3)   Cemetery or mausoleum. 
(4)   Child day care facility. 
(5)   Convent or monastery. 
(6)   Home occupation involving any customer contact. 
(7)   Home stay bed and breakfast residence. 
(8)   Neighborhood recreation club. 
(9)   Place of worship. 


 
(10)   Private elementary, middle and high school. 


Sec. 2F(1)-6.  Lot width; lot area; setbacks. 
The following requirements shall apply to all lots and structures in the R-50 (Single-family 
Residential) District: 
(a)   Lot width:  All lots shall have at least sixty (60) feet of frontage as measured along the public 
street frontage, except that lots fronting on the cul-de-sac of a street shall have at least thirty-five 
(35) feet of frontage as measured along the public street and shall have at least sixty (60) feet of 
frontage as measured at the point of the required front yard setback line.   
(b)   Minimum lot area:  Six thousand (6,000) square feet.   
(c)   Front yard setback:  Five (5) feet, except that where a garage door faces the street, the facade of 
said garage shall be set back no less than twenty (20) feet from back of curb, or where sidewalk is 
required, the facade of said garage shall be set back no less than twenty (20) feet from back of 
sidewalk.   
(d)   Interior side yard setbacks:  Seven and one-half (7 1/2) feet.   


 
(e)   Rear yard:  Thirty (30) feet.   


Sec. 2F(1)-7.  Height of buildings and structures. 


 
No building or structure shall exceed a height of thirty-five (35) feet. 


Sec. 2F(1)-8.  Floor area of dwelling. 


 
The floor area of each dwelling shall be no less than one thousand six hundred (1,600) square feet. 


Sec. 2F(1)-9.  Lot coverage. 


 
The lot coverage of each lot shall not exceed thirty-five (35) percent. 


Sec. 2F(1)-10.  Off-street parking requirement. 
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Off-street parking requirements for uses and structures authorized and permitted in the R-50 
(Single-family Residential) District are as follows: 
(a)   Detached single-family dwelling:  Four (4) spaces.   
(b)   Personal care home, family:  Four (4) spaces.   
(c)   Personal care home, registered:  Four (4) spaces.   
(d)   Adult day care facility:  Four (4) spaces.   
(e)   Child day care facility:  Four (4) spaces.   
(f)   Convent or monastery:  One (1) space for each two hundred (200) square feet of floor area within 
the principal structure.   
(g)   Neighborhood recreation club:  One (1) space for each five (5) club members but in no case less than 
ten (10) spaces.   
(h)   Place of worship:  One (1) space for each three (3) seats in the largest assembly room used for 
public worship, or, where fixed seats are not utilized, one (1) space for each twenty-five (25) square 
feet of floor space in the largest assembly room used for public worship.   
(i)   Private elementary, middle and high school:     
(1)   Elementary and middle school:  Two (2) spaces for each classroom.   
(2)   High school:  Five (5) spaces for each classroom.   


 


(j)   Other uses:  One (1) space for each two hundred (200) square feet of floor area within the 
principal structure.   


Sec. 2F(1)-11.  Landscaping requirement. 
Each lot shall provide and shall maintain trees and plant material as is required in this chapter and 
chapter 14. 


 
This zoning district, R-50, shall also be added in appropriate outline form to the Table of Contents, 
page (iii), immediately below Division 2F. 
 


Section 2:  This Amendment shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by the 
City Council, and incorporated into the Code of the City of Dunwoody, Georgia.  This Amendment 
hereby repeals any and all conflicting ordinances and amendments. 
 


SO ORDAINED, this 8th day of June, 2009. 
 


 
Approved: 


 
 
       ________________________ 
       Ken Wright, Mayor 
 
ATTEST:      Approved as to Form and Content: 
 
 
__________________________   __________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk    Brian Anderson, City Attorney 
(Seal) 
 





		J1. Memo clean up amendment Chapter 27

		Action: Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance

		Petitioner:    City of Dunwoody, Georgia

		Petitioner’s Request: A clean-up amendment to the entirety of the Zoning Ordinance to clarify the intent and procedures of the code language by revising various inconsistencies, mistitling and unclear passages.



		J1. Amendment to Chapter 27 (zoning text amendment) Ordinance






 


RZ09-041 
 
Request: Realign the boundary of the Dunwoody Village Overlay District 


to remove the Dunwoody United Methodist Church Property 
from the district. 


 
Property Location: 1548 Mount Vernon Road 
 
Petitioner: City of Dunwoody, Georgia 
 
Property Owner: Dunwoody United Methodist Church 
 
 
Vicinity Map 
 


         
 







 


Zoning Ordinance Requirements 
 
In accordance with section 5A-12 in the zoning ordinance, the Board should take into 
consideration the following criteria when evaluating any rezoning request: 
 


a. Existing uses and zoning of nearby property;  
b. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular zoning 


restrictions;  
c. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicants promotes 


the health, safety, morals or general welfare of the public;  
d. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the 


individual property owner;  
e. The suitability of the subject property for the zoned purposes;  
f. The length of time the property has been vacant as zoned considered in the context 


of land development in the area in the vicinity of the property; and  
g. The extent to which the rezoning meets the goals and land use objectives of the land 


use plan.  
 
Site Plan Analysis 
 
The subject properties are just over 12 acres on the north side of Mount Vernon Road, 
between its intersections with Ashford Dunwoody and Chamblee Dunwoody Roads. The 
property has nearly 1,000 feet of frontage on Mount Vernon Road along its south side. 
Adjacent to the west are single family detached homes, to the south are offices and specialty 
retail shops and to the east and north are retailers who are a part of the Dunwoody Village. 
 
The current zoning of the property in question is R-150/DVOD (Single Family Residential 
District/Dunwoody Village Overlay District). Adjacent parcels to the subject site are zoned 
residential, R-100 to the west, RM-100 and O-I to the south (across Mount Vernon Road), 
and C-1 to the north, the Dunwoody Village. 
 
Analysis 
 
The creation of the Dunwoody Village Overlay District was intended: 


(a) To implement the policies and objectives of the City of Dunwoody 
Comprehensive Plan 2008-2028 and the policies and objectives of the Dunwoody 
Commercial Core Design Guidelines; 


(b) To ensure that new developments and additions to existing buildings are 
compatible with the Village/Colonial architectural style that is characteristic of the 
district; 


(c) To strengthen the identity of the Dunwoody commercial core as the heart of 
the Dunwoody neighborhood; 


(d) To create new opportunities for public open spaces and gathering spaces in 
the commercial core of Dunwoody; 







 


(e) To assure that new developments within the commercial core are pedestrian-
friendly and provide places for civic activities; and 


(f) To improve the visual appearance, increase property values, and reduce 
vacancy rates within the Dunwoody Village. 


Through their work in modernizing the code text, the Dunwoody Village Overlay District 
task force has put forward a request, with the consent of the property owner, to amend the 
existing boundary of the District to exclude the Dunwoody United Methodist Church 
property, located on the north side of Mount Vernon Road between its intersections with 
Ashford-Dunwoody and Chamblee-Dunwoody Roads. 


To that end, this request seeks to remove that property from the district and its associated 
zoning requirements. 
 
Community Council Meeting: 
 
The Dunwoody Community Council heard this case at their regular April meeting. After 
discussion was had related to the project, the Council chose to recommend approval of the 
proposed plan, as submitted, 5-0. 
 
Planning Commission: 
 
At their regular May meeting, the Planning Commission discussed this item at the first 
Public Hearing. Following a brief discussion about what rights to develop the United 
Methodist Church would receive as a benefit from this action, the Commissioner quickly 
moved to recommend approval of the rezoning as presented and the motion carried 
unanimously 5-0. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
 
Staff has no objections to the realignment of the Dunwoody Village Overlay District 
boundary to remove residential property from the district. The church supports the action, 
the Dunwoody Village Overlay District task force supports the action, and staff as yet has 
received no citizen opposition to the rezoning. 
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AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE THE DUNWOODY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PROPERTY TO REMOVE IT FROM THE DUNWOODY VILLAGE OVERLAY DISTRICT 


DESIGNATION 
 


WHEREAS,  the Dunwoody Village Overlay District strengthens the identity of the City of 
Dunwoody as a commercial core in the heart of the Dunwoody 
neighborhood; and 


 
WHEREAS,  the Dunwoody Village Overlay District regulations require the properties to 


comply with additional regulation to require any buildings on properties 
within the District to be compatible with the Village/Colonial architectural 
style; and 


 
WHEREAS,  the Dunwoody Village Overlay District currently encompasses the 


Dunwoody United Methodist Church Property, located at 1548 Mount 
Vernon Road, Dunwoody, Georgia 30338, designated as Parcel #’s 18 366 01 
018 and 18 366 01 021 in the DeKalb County Superior Court Real Estate 
Records (hereinafter “DUMC Property”), which is zoned Residential 
specifically R-150/DVOD; and 


 
WHEREAS, the Dunwoody Village Overlay District was not originally designed to 


encompass residential property; and 
 
WHEREAS, there is a pending request, RZ09-041, to rezone the DUMC Property by 


removing the Property from the Dunwoody Village Overlay District, and 
thus remove it from complying with all Overlay District requirements, and 
such request has been recommended for approval by the Dunwoody 
Community Council and Planning Commission; and 


 
WHEREAS, A properly-advertised public hearing has been held on May 26, 2009 along 


with the First Read of this Ordinance, with the Second Read being held on 
June 8, 2009.  


 
THEREFORE, Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody hereby ordain as 
follows:  


 
Section 1:  The Rezoning Request RZ09-041, to remove the Dunwoody Methodist Church 
Property from the Dunwoody Overlay District, thereby rezoning the DUMC Property from 
the current designation of R-150/DVOD to “R-150” is hereby approved. 


 
Section 2:  This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by the 
City Council and the official Zoning Maps for the City of Dunwoody shall be amended to 
reflect such rezoning designation. 
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SO ORDAINED, this 8th day of June, 2009. 


 
        Approved: 
 
 
        ________________________ 
        Ken Wright, Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST:       Approved as to Form and Content: 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk     Brian Anderson, City Attorney 
(Seal) 





		J2. Staff Report - RZ09-041 DUMC MCC

		RZ09-041

		Request: Realign the boundary of the Dunwoody Village Overlay District to remove the Dunwoody United Methodist Church Property from the district.

		Property Location: 1548 Mount Vernon Road

		Property Owner: Dunwoody United Methodist Church



		J2. Ordinance to Rezone DUMC






 
 


MEMORANDUM 
To: Mayor and City Council 


From: Chris Pike, Finance Director 


Date: June 8, 2009 


 
Subject: Public Hearing to establish the 2009 Ad Valorem Tax Rate 


 
This is one of three public hearings required under Georgia Code 48-5-32 prior to Council formally 
setting ad valorem tax rate for the City of Dunwoody.  Second and final readings are scheduled for 
June 15th


 
. 


The proposed millage rate is a levy of 2.74 mills or $2.74 for every $1,000 of the assessed value of 
property (about 40% of the fair market value.)  This rate applies to both real property and personal 
property for businesses.   
 
State law requires the public hearings to advertise a millage rate of 2.74 as a tax increase even though 
the rate is the same as the rate paid by Dunwoody taxpayers under unincorporated DeKalb County.  
The same law may require a 2.74 rate to be advertised as a tax increase in 2010 should the assessed 
value for Dunwoody property increase on the 2010 evaluation of the tax digest.    
 
Collection of the ad valorem taxes will contribute to General Fund revenues for the general 
operations of the City including police, public works, community development, and administration; 
as well as capital projects.  The County has completed its revaluation regarding foreclosures and 
distressed sales.  Staff has checked the detailed parcel level data and compared it against the same 
date from the prior year.  The net anticipated levy totals $6,429,713.  The City’s 2009 budget (netted 
to discount for uncollectible taxes) for real, personal, and motor vehicle property taxes totals 
$6,103,260. 
 
 


   CITY OF DUNWOODY 
   41 Perimeter Center East, Suite 250 
   Phone: 678.382.6700 • Fax: 678.382.6701 
   www.dunwoodyga.gov 
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
DUNWOODY, GEORGIA TO FIX THE AD VALOREM TAX RATE OF THE 


CITY OF DUNWOODY FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009 AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 


WHEREAS, the City of Dunwoody is charged with operating and maintaining  City 
Government and pursuant to the Charter of the City of Dunwoody to provide for the 
assessment of ad valorem property taxes on all real and personal property subject to ad 
valorem taxation; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to State Law, the City Charter (SB-82) and the City Transition 
Ordinance 2008-12-36, the City of Dunwoody’s ad valorem tax rate for the previous year 
was, as adopted by DeKalb County, 2.74 mills; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Dunwoody has approved a contract with the Tax Commissioner of 
DeKalb County, Georgia to serve as Tax Collector for the City for the collection of ad 
valorem taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Dunwoody, because it was incorporated on December 1, 2008, is 
unable to calculate a rollback millage rate as defined within State of Georgia law resulting in 
the need to consider the setting of the 2009 fiscal year ad valorem tax rate for city as a tax 
increase; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has properly given notice, and held three public hearings, in 
accordance with the law of the State of Georgia, on June 8, 2009 at 7 pm, June 15, 2009 at 
11:45 am, and June 15, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. for the purpose of receiving relevant evidence, 
testimony, and public comment concerning the proposed millage rate for ad valorem 
property taxes; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council, after hearing and after duly considering all such 
relevant evidence, testimony and public comment, has determined that it is in the best 
interest of, and necessary to meet the expenses and obligations of, the City of Dunwoody to 
set a levy in the amount of ______ on each $1,000.00 of taxable value for all property 
subject to ad valorem taxation by the City. 
 
THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DUNWOODY, 
GEORGIA, HEREBY ORDAINS, as follows: 
 
SECTION 1:  The ad valorem tax at the rate for the City of Dunwoody, Georgia for the 
2009 fiscal year on property subject to ad valorem taxation by the City, is hereby fixed at 
_____ on each $1,000.00 of taxable value or any part thereof of the value of all real and 
personal property which under the Laws of this State is subject to taxation within the 
corporate limits of the City for this purpose.  Said millage rate is hereby levied for general 
government purposes. 
 







STATE OF GEORGIA 
CITY OF DUNWOODY  ORDINANCE 2009-06-XX 


SECTION 2:  Pursuant with the approved contract with the Tax Commissioner of DeKalb 
County the billing date and due date for ad valorem taxes for the City shall be the same as 
those for DeKalb County. 
 
SECTION 3:  The Tax Commissioner of DeKalb County or other designated tax collector 
is hereby authorized to bill and collect ad valorem taxes for the City of Dunwoody for fiscal 
year 2009 based on the millage rate set herein and to take, on behalf of the City, such actions 
authorized by the approved contract with the Tax Commissioner and State of Georgia law as 
may be necessary for this process.   
 
SECTION 4:  The City Manager is hereby authorized to execute the Millage Rate Rollback 
Calculation Worksheet based upon the millage rate hereby adopted by the Mayor and 
Council and submit same to the Tax Commissioner of DeKalb County. 
 
SECTION 5:  This ordinance hereby repeals any and all conflicted ordinances. 
 
SECTION 6:  This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by the 
City Council. 
 
SO ORDAINED, this_____day of__________, 2009. 
 
 
 


Approved: 
 
 


         
    ________________________ 


      Ken Wright, Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST:      Approved as to Form and Content: 
 
 
__________________________   __________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk    Brian Anderson, City Attorney 
(Seal) 
 
 
 







CITY 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009


Real & Personal 3,001,843,089
Motor Vehicles
Mobile Homes
Timber - 100%
Heavy Duty Equipment
Gross Digest 0 0 0 0 3,001,843,089
Less M& O Exemptions 654,143,719
Net M & O Digest 0 0 0 0 2,347,699,370


Gross M&O Millage 2.740
Less Rollbacks
Net M&O Millage 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 2.740


Total City Taxes Levied $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $6,432,696


Net Taxes $ Increase $0 $0 $0 $0 $6,432,696
Net Taxes % Increase #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0!


Sharon Lowery, City Clerk
City of Dunwoody


The City of Dunwoody's City Council does hereby announce that the millage rate will be set at a meeting to be held at the 
Dunwoody City Hall, 41 Perimeter Center East, Dunwoody, GA 30346 during a Special Called Meeting beginning at 6:30pm on 
June 15, 2009 and along with the requirements of O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32 does hereby publish the following presentation  and 
levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.


Disclaimer:  There may be some minor differences in the data as it was obtained from County and City records.  This 
data reflects billing adjustments to the digest and interim billing.  All concerned citizens are invited to attend the 
meeting to be held at Dunwoody City Hall located at 41 Perimeter Center East, Dunwoody, Ga as well as the public 
hearings scheduled for Monday, June 8, 2009 at 7:00pm; Monday, June 15, 2009 at 11:45 am; and Monday, June 15, 2009 
at 6:30pm.


CITY OF DUNWOODY


PUBLIC NOTICE


CURRENT 2009 TAX DIGEST AND 5 YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY







http://www.etax.dor.ga.gov/ptd/download/index.aspx


COUNTY TAXING JURISDICTION


REASSESSMENT OF OTHER CHANGES
EXISTING REAL PROP TO TAXABLE DIGEST


0 0 2,832,337,446 2,832,337,446
0 169,505,643 169,505,643


 MOTOR VEHICLES 0 0 0
 MOBILE HOMES 0 0 0
 TIMBER -100% 0 0 0
 HEAVY DUTY EQUIP 0 0 0


 GROSS DIGEST 0 0 3,001,843,089 3,001,843,089
 EXEMPTIONS 0 0 654,143,719 654,143,719
 FLPA Reimbursement Value 0 0
 NET DIGEST 0 0 2,347,699,370 2,347,699,370


(PYD) (RVA) (NAG) (CYD)
             2008 MILLAGE RATE >>> 0.000 2.740


ABBREVIATION AMOUNT FORMULA


PYD 0
RVA 0
NAG 2,347,699,370
CYD 2,347,699,370 (PYD+RVA+NAG)


PYM 0.000
Millage Equivalent of Reassessed Value Added ME 0.000 (RVA/CYD) * PYM


RR 0.000 PYM - ME


If the 2009 Proposed Millage Rate for this Taxing Jurisdiction exceeds the Rollback Millage Rate     Rollback Millage Rate 0.000
computed above, this section will automatically calculate the amount of increase in property     2009 Millage Rate 2.740
taxes that is part of the notice required in O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32.1(c) (2)     Percentage Increase 0.00%


     I hereby certify that the amount indicated above is an accurate accounting of the total net assessed value added by the reassessment of existing real
     property for the tax year for which this rollback millage rate is being computed.


___________________________________                                                _______________
            Chairman, Board of Tax Assessors                       Date


     I hereby certify that the values shown above are an accurate representation of the digest values and exemption amounts for the applicable tax years.


___________________________________                                                _______________
          Tax Collector or Tax Commissioner                         Date


     I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct computation of the rollback millage rate in accordance with O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32.1 for the taxing
     jurisdiction for tax year 2009 and that the final millage rate set by the authority of this taxing jurisdiction for tax year 2009 is ___________


     ____  If the final millage rate set by the authority of the taxing jurisdiction for tax year 2009 exceeds the rollback rate, I further certify that the required 
     advertisements, notices, and public hearings have been conducted in accordance with O.C.G.A. Sections 48-5-32 and 48-5-32.1 as evidenced by
     the attached copies of the published five year history and current digest advertisement, the "Notice of Intent to Increase Taxes" showing the times
     and places when and where the required public hearings were held, and a copy of the press release provided to the local media. 


      ____  If the final millage rate set by the authority of the taxing jurisdiction for tax year 2009 does not exceed the rollback rate, I further certify that
      the required five year history and current digest advertisement have been published in accordance with O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32 as evidenced
      by the attached copy of such advertised report.


Other Net Changes to Taxable Digest


CERTIFICATIONS


COMPUTATION OF PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN PROPERTY TAXES


Net Value Added-Reassessment of Existing Real Property


                              Signature of Responsible Party                                                   Title                                                  Date
               ________________________________                 _______________________               _____________


THIS SECTION WILL CALCULATE AUTOMATICALLY UPON ENTRY OF INFORMATION ABOVE


2009 Net Digest


Rollback Millage Rate for 2009


CHECK THE APPROPRIATE PARAGRAPH BELOW THAT APPLIES TO THIS TAXING JURISDICTION


2008 Millage Rate


 PERSONAL


                            2009 PROPOSED MILLAGE RATE >>>


2009 DIGEST2008 DIGEST


 REAL


COMPUTATION OF MILLAGE RATE ROLLBACK AND PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN PROPERTY TAXES FOR YEAR 2009


2008 Net Digest 


DEKALB CITY OF DUNWOODY


INFORMATION FOR THE SHADED PORTIONS OF THIS SECTION MUST BE ENTERED 


DESCRIPTION


DESCRIPTION


This information will be the actual values and millage rates certified to the Department of Revenue for the applicable tax years.





		L1. Council Memo Establishing the Millage Rate

		L1. Ordinance Establishing 2009 Ad Valorem Tax Rate

		L1. City 5 Year History Dunwoody Final

		Sheet1



		L1. Computation of Millage Rate Rollback 2009

		Final Version








 
MEMORANDUM 


To: Mayor and City Council 


From: Richard Meehan, Director of Public Works 


Date: June 8, 2009 


 
Subject: 2009 Street Fee Assessment 


 
Attached is the resolution to establish the 2009 fee assessment for the residential street light districts 
in the city at the same rate that Dekalb County assessed in 2008.  Based on the final detailed census 
that we submitted to the Dekalb Tax Commissioner, the total 2009 Street Light Assessment is 
$301,463.72 . 


   CITY OF DUNWOODY 
   41 Perimeter Center East, Suite 250 
   Dunwoody, GA 30346 
   Phone: 678.382.6700 • Fax: 678.382.6701 
   www.dunwoodyga.gov 
 







STATE OF GEORGIA 
CITY OF DUNWOODY  RESOLUTION 2009-06-34 


 


 


A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF THE ANNUAL COST OF 
MAINTAINING AND OPERATING STREET LIGHTS IN ESTABLISHED STREET 


LIGHT DISTRICTS 


WHEREAS, Article IX, Section II, Paragraph 6, of the Constitution of the State of 
Georgia and Chapter 23 (Streets and Sidewalks) of the City Code of 
Ordinances authorizes and empowers the City Council of the City of 
Dunwoody, Georgia to establish districts for the purpose of building, 
erecting, establishing, maintaining, and operating street lights for the 
illumination of the public streets, roads, and sidewalks in the City of 
Dunwoody, and to levy a special assessment or tax against all property 
served by these functions; and 


 
WHEREAS, DeKalb County, prior to the incorporation of the City of Dunwoody on 


December 1, 2008, had established Street Light Districts within the 
boundaries of the City; and  


 
WHEREAS, on January 1, 2009, the City of Dunwoody took over responsibility for all the 


Street Lights and Street Light Districts within the boundaries of the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, in the 2008 tax year, DeKalb County levied a special assessment or tax 


against all property served by the functions of the established Street Light 
Districts.  


 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council, City of Dunwoody, 


Georgia, as the governing body of said City, that in the 2009 tax year, a special assessment be levied 
against all property served by the functions of established Street Light Districts 01A, 01E, 01F, 
01G, 01I, 01K, 01L, 01M, 01N, 01O, 01P, 01Q, 01R, 01S, 01U, 01V, 01Y, 01Z, 04R, 10, 11, 30A, 
30B, 30D, 30E, 30F, 30G, 30H, 30I, 30J, 30K, 30L, 30M, 30N, 30M, 30O, 30P, 30Q, 30R, 30S, 
30T, 30U, 30V, 30X, 30Y, 30Z, 67A, 67B, 67C, 67D, 67E, 67F, 67G, 67H, 67I, 67J, 67K, 67L, 
67M, 67N, 67O, 67P, 67Q, 67R, 67S, 67T, 67U, 67W, 67X, 67Y, 67Z, 72A, 72B, 72C, 72D, 72E, 
72F, 72G, 72H, 72I, 72J, 72K, 72L, 72M, 72N, 72O, 75E, 76S, 76T, 77A, 77E, 77P, 79W, 80B, 
89HH, 89MM, 89U, 89X, 90A, 91AA, 91J, 91N, 91O, 91P, 93B, 93F, 93L, 93T, 93DD, 94J, 94U, 
94W, 94X, 94Z, 94DD, 95FF, 96E, 96F, 97H, 97J, 97EE, 98B, 98L, 98N, 99, 100G, 101N, 101II, 
101KK, 101LL, 102I, 102T, 103L, 103M, 104J, 104S, 105E, 105L, 105M, 105X, 305, and 674 at the 
same rate as assessed by DeKalb County in the 2008 tax year 


 
IT IS ORDERED that a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the Tax Commissioner 


of DeKalb County, Georgia for the collection of any and all taxes and/or special assessments 
and/or service charges which may be imposed against any and all businesses, residents, and property 
served by said facilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 







STATE OF GEORGIA 
CITY OF DUNWOODY  RESOLUTION 2009-06-34 


 
SO RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Dunwoody, Georgia this 8th


 


 day of 
June, 2009. 


 
Approved:    


 
Attest:   __________________________ 


Ken Wright, Mayor  
 
___________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk       (SEAL) 


 
 
 





		L2. Street Light Fee Assessment Memo

		L2. Street Light Resolution 2009 Assesment






STATE OF GEORGIA 
CITY OF DUNWOODY     RESOLUTION 2009-06-35 


 1 


 


WHEREAS: The Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody are required under 
the City Charter to hold regular monthly meetings and shall hold at least 
one meeting a month; and 


WHEREAS: The Mayor and City Council for the City of Dunwoody find that the 
formation of a new city requires prompt action to fulfill their duties to the 
citizens and businesses of the City; and 


WHEREAS: The Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody have determined 
that in order to be a more effective governing body, they deem it necessary 
to authorize two scheduled 


A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
SCHEDULE AND LOCATION FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2009 


business meetings a month, and hereby 
designate the Second and Fourth Monday of each month; and 


WHEREAS: The Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody have determined 
that the Tuesday immediately following a National Holiday that falls upon 
a Second or Fourth Monday shall instead be the date of the City Council 
Meeting in such instances; and 


WHEREAS: The Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody have determined 
that in order to be a more effective governing body, they deem it necessary 
to authorize one scheduled Work Session a month, and hereby designate 
the Third Monday of each month; should the Third Monday of each 
month fall on a National Holiday, the Work Session shall instead be on the 
Tuesday after the Third Monday of each month. The first read of an 
ordinance that requires two reads maybe read at any meeting designated as 
a work session.; and 


WHEREAS: The Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody may hold additional 
meetings, should the need arise; and 


WHEREAS:  All meetings of the City Council, until such time as a permanent City Hall 
is designated, shall be held at the Dunwoody United Methodist Church, 
located at 1548 Mount Vernon Road, Dunwoody, Georgia 30338 are to be 
held at the Dunwoody City Hall. 


WHEREAS: All meetings of the City Council shall be public to the extent required by 
law and the City Clerk or Designee shall give proper notice to the public of 
special meetings, as required by law. 


 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council for the City of 
Dunwoody that scheduled meetings of the City Council, during the calendar year of 2009, are to 
be held on the Second (2nd) and Fourth (4th) Monday of each month, and Work Sessions are to be 
held on the Third (3rd) Monday of each month, at the Dunwoody United Methodist Church the 
Dunwoody City Hall, effective this the 8th day of June, 2009. 
 


 


 







STATE OF GEORGIA 
CITY OF DUNWOODY     RESOLUTION 2009-06-35 


 2 


 


Approved:    


 


__________________________ 


Ken Wright, Mayor  


Attest: 


 


___________________________ 


Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 


(Seal) 








 


 
CITY OF DUNWOODY 


41 PERIMETER CENTER EAST 
DUNWOODY, GA 30346 


CITY OF DUNWOODY, GA 
CITY COUNCIL 


 
Ken Wright, Mayor 


 
Denis Shortal – District 1, Post 1  
Adrian Bonser - District 2, Post 2 
Tom Taylor – District 3, Post 3 


Robert Wittenstein – At Large, Post 4  
Danny Ross – At Large, Post 5 


John Heneghan – At Large, Post 6 
 


 
Monday, June 8, 2009  City Council Meeting    7:00 PM 
 
A) CALL TO ORDER 
 
B) ROLL CALL AND GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
    
C) INVOCATION 
 
D) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
E) MINUTES  
 


1. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the May 11, 2009 City Council Meeting. 
2. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the May 18, 2009 City Council Work Session Meeting. 


 
F)  APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA (add or remove items from agenda) 
 
G)  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
H)  MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENT 
 
I) CONSENT AGENDA  


  
J)   UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
 


1. SECOND READ: Ordinance to amend Chapter 27: Zoning - An amendment to the text of 
the Zoning Ordinance to clean-up certain language, reinstate certain provisions, and amend 
certain requirements. (ORDINANCE 2009-06-32) 


 
2. SECOND READ: Ordinance to rezone the Dunwoody United Methodist Church property 


to remove it from the Dunwoody Village Overlay District Designation.  (ORDINANCE 
2009-06-33) 


 
K) REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 


1. Perimeter CID Update on Ashford Dunwoody Road/Mt. Vernon Road Intersection 
Construction 







DUNWOODY CITY COUNCIL            MEETING AGENDA   JUNE 8, 2009 - 7:00PM 


 


 
 
 
 
L)  NEW BUSINESS:  
 


1. PUBLIC HEARING


- Presentation and Recommendation by Finance Director 


 –   FIRST READ: Ordinance to adopt the proposed 2009 Millage 
Rate.  (ORDINANCE 2009-06-XX) 


- Public Comments Open 
- Public Comments Closed 
- Close Public Hearing 


 
2.  Resolution to establish the 2009 fee assessment for residential street light districts. 


(RESOLUTION 2009-06-34) 
 


3. Resolution to amend the regular City Council meeting schedule and location for calendar 
year 2009.  (RESOLUTION 2009-06-35) 


 
M)   OTHER BUSINESS (none at this time) 
 
N)   PUBLIC COMMENT   
 
O)   EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 


1.  For the purposes of legal, real estate, and personnel discussions. 
 
P) ADJOURN 
 





		Monday, June 8, 2009  City Council Meeting    7:00 PM






 


INVOCATION 


 


“At this Council Meeting, help us to make decisions which keep us faithful to our  


mission and reflect our values.  Give us strength to hold to our purpose; wisdom  


to guide us; and a keen perception to lead us.  And above all, keep charitable as  


we deliberate.” 








CITY OF DUNWOODY 
May 11, 2009 


CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 


The Mayor and Council of the City of Dunwoody held a City Council Meeting on Monday, May 11, 
2009 at 7:00 p.m.  The Council Meeting was held in the Dunwoody United Methodist Church, 1548 
Mount Vernon Road, Dunwoody, Georgia 30338.  Present for this meeting were the following: 
 
  Mayor   Ken Wright   
 


District 1, Post 1 Denis Shortal, Council Member 
District 2, Post 2 Adrian Bonser, Council Member 


  District 3, Post 3 Tom Taylor, Council Member 
  At Large, Post 4 Robert Wittenstein, Council Member 
  At Large, Post 5 Danny Ross, Council Member 
  At Large, Post 6 John Heneghan, Council Member  
      


Staff Present:  Brian Anderson, City Attorney 
     Warren Hutmacher, City Manager 
     Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 


Bill Grogan, Chief of Police 
Karine Roy, Assistant City Clerk 
Jeff Timler, Community Development 
Kimberly Larson, Community Development 
Tiffaney Pete, Court Clerk 
Tanya Jackson, Finance & Administration 
Richard Meehan, Public Works Director 


 
Mayor Wright called the Meeting to order.  
 
ROLL CALL AND GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
 


  


All members were present.   
 


 
Proclamation: “Kids Day America” 


Mayor Wright deferred the “Kid’s Day America” proclamation. 
 
INVOCATION
 


 led by Council Member Danny Ross. 


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 


 led by Council Member Adrian Bonser. 


Mayor Wright announced that approval of the April 20, 2009 minutes were not ready and approval 
would be deferred.  Member Shortal motioned to approve the March 16, 2009 City Council Work 
Session Minutes and the March 23, 2009 City Council Meeting Minutes.  Council Member Bonser 
seconded.  Mayor Wright called for a vote and the motion carried unanimously. 


MINUTES: 


 







APPROVAL OF THE MEETING AGENDA:


 


 Mayor Wright motioned to approve the 
amended agenda.  Council Member Taylor seconded.  Mayor Wright called for a vote and the 
motion carried unanimously. 


PUBLIC COMMENT
 


:  Mayor Wright requested public comment.   


Bob Lundsten – spoke on the importance of having Automated External Defibrillators (AED) units 
in all of the police vehicles.  Mr. Lundsten said the approximate cost per unit is $1,500 and offered 
to head a committee to raise funds to purchase 40 units for the police vehicles. 
 
Bob Dallas – thanked the Chief Grogan and Council Member Heneghan for their assistance in 
having the speed detection sign put up.   
 
Joe Hirsch – said that permitting for markets must be fair and equitable and gave examples of 
several festival markets that are held in the city each year. 
 
Rick Woroniecki – requested that the sign be put back up on Tilly Mill Road just down from the 
Exxon station and that the center lane be eliminated by the college. 
 
Bob Uszynski – said that he is in favor of the amendment to Chapter 25 that addresses water leaks.  
He said his neighbor has a water line leak and that he is concerned with potential erosion damage on 
his property. 
 
Mayor Wright closed public comment. 
 


Council Member Wittenstein welcomed Council Member Adrian Bonser back. 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENT: 


 
Council Member Bonser thanked everyone for their thoughts, prayers, and emails while she was 
hospitalized.    
 
Council Member Taylor announced that Officer Jesus Maldonado made three felony arrests from a 
single traffic stop. 
 
Mayor Wright said it’s exciting to see the police on the street and pro-actively patrolling the 
neighborhoods. 
 
Council Member Ross thanked the Council Members who attended Monsignor Kiernan’s 
celebration, adding that Monsignor Kiernan was presented with the first “Key to the City”. 
 


 
CONSENT AGENDA: 


SECOND READ: Ordinance to amend Chapter 25: Water, Sewers, and Sewage Disposal.  
(ORDINANCE 2009-05-27) 







Council Member Wittenstein motioned to approve the SECOND READ of the Ordinance to 
amend Chapter 25: Water, Sewers, and Sewage Disposal.  Council Member Heneghan seconded.  
Mayor Wright called for the vote and the motioned carried unanimously.  
 


 
Appointment of Sustainability Commission 


Mayor Wright motioned to approve the appointment of the Sustainability Commission.  Council 
Member Ross seconded.  Mayor Wright called for the vote and the motioned carried unanimously. 
 


 
Appointment of Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee 


Mayor Wright read the names of the nominees for the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee.  
Council Member Ross motioned to accept the nominees as read.  Council Member Taylor seconded.  
Mayor Wright offered an amendment that the appointment of non-residents on the list be 
conditioned upon an amendment to Chapter 2 to allow non-residents to serve on committees.  
Council Member Taylor seconded.   
 
Mayor Wright requested public comment on the amendment.   
 
Brian Sims – stated that the nominees may serve on other committees and urged Mayor and Council 
to open the sphere going forward.   
 
Mayor Wright closed public comment. 
 
Mayor Wright called for the vote on the amendment and the motioned carried unanimously.  Mayor 
Wright called for the vote on the motion to appoint the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee 
and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
City Manager Warren Hutmacher pointed out that the resolution to increase the size of the 
Sustainability Commission to 14 was on the back page of the memo.   
 
Council Member Wittenstein moved to amend the agenda to add a new item “L3” Resolution to 
amend the number of members of the Sustainability Commission.  Mayor Wright seconded. Mayor 
Wright called for the vote and the motioned carried unanimously.   
 


 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 


Mayor Wright motioned to open the Public Hearing.  Council Member Bonser seconded.  Mayor 
Wright called for a vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING - SECOND READ:  Ordinance to amend Chapter 14, Land Development 
and Environmental Protection, Article 2: Environmental Control. (ORDINANCE 2009-05-28)


Jennifer Peterson, Community Development Director, explained that the amendment to Chapter 14 
is specifically to the stream buffer section.  She said the language presented would alter the ability to 
ask for a variance to the full stream buffer currently required, and those variance requests would be 
heard by the Zoning Board of Appeals. 


   







Mayor Wright opened the Public Comment. 
 
Peggy Kiernan – spoke in favor of the proposed amendment. 
 
Mayor Wright closed Public Hearing, without objection. 
 
SECOND READ:  Ordinance to amend Chapter 14, Land Development and Environmental 
Protection, Article 2: Environmental Control. 


 


- The Second Read of the Ordinance to amend 
Chapter 14 was read by City Clerk Sharon Lowery.  Council Member Shortal motioned to adopt the 
Ordinance to amend Chapter 14 as read.  Council Member Ross seconded.  Mayor Wright called for 
a vote and the motion carried unanimously.  (ORDINANCE 2009-05-28)   


ACTION ITEM: Approval of award of Police Records Management System – Chief Grogan 
reported that a total of six proposals were received in response to the Request for Proposal for a 
Records Management System.  Upon review of all proposals received, Staff’s recommendation is for 
award of the contract to SunGard OSSI; their bid was for $399,110.  Chief Grogan explained that 
the cost will be paid over a five year period from the approved master lease program.  Following 
further discussion, Mayor Wright moved to approve award of the contract to SunGard OSSI.  
Council Member Bonser seconded.  Mayor Wright called for a vote and the motion carried, 6-1 
(Wittenstein “nay”). 


Farmer’s Market Update


Council Member Ross reported that he talked to the owners of the land adjacent to the post office 
in Dunwoody Village and they agreed that the Farmer’s Market is welcome there.  He stated that he 
met with the Farmer’s Market marketers and they have agreed to open at St. Patrick’s on May 13 
then open on May 20 on the property adjacent to the post office.  Council Member Ross thanked 
the owners of the property for granting permission to use their property. 


 – Jennifer Peterson, Community Development Director, said that Spruill 
Green Market had submitted an application for a permit, and were issued a permit not to exceed 90 
days  


Council Member Wittenstein suggested having a public hearing and to ask Staff to look at making a 
text change that would allow for application of a Special Land Use Permit.  He requested this item 
be placed on the next work session agenda. 


Council Member Shortal thanked Council Member Ross for his efforts.  Council Member Bonser 
also thanked Council Member Ross. 


REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS:  There were no reports or presentations. 


NEW BUSINESS: 


Approval of surplus equipment items – City Manager Warren Hutmacher explained that the list of 
surplus equipment items were items the City purchased from a business that was going out of 
business for a total price of $3,000.  The items to be surplused were items included in the lot of “all 







or nothing” that the City could not use and will be sold on GovDeals.  Council Member Wittenstein 
motioned to approve the list as submitted.  Council Member Bonser seconded.  Mayor Wright called 
for a vote and the motion carried unanimously.   


FIRST READ:  Amendment to Chapter 2: Administration  (ORDINANCE 2009-05-XX)


Council Member Shortal stated that he feels that everyone who serves on a committee should be a 
resident of the City of Dunwoody, a business owner, or have some type of relationship with a 
company that does business in Dunwoody.  


 – City 
Attorney Brian Anderson explained that the amendment to Chapter 2: Administration is to allow a 
non-residents to serve on committees.   


A suggestion was made to place this item on the May 18th Work Session agenda. 


Resolution to amend the number of members of the Sustainability Commission – The Resolution to 
amend the number of members of the Sustainability Commission to 14 was read by City Clerk 
Sharon Lowery.  Council Member Ross motioned to adopt the Resolution.  Council Member 
Wittenstein seconded.  Mayor Wright called for a vote and the motion carried unanimously. 


OTHER BUSINESS:  There was no other business. 


PUBLIC COMMENT
 


:   


Mayor Wright requested public comment.  
 
Gerri Penn – thanked Council Member Ross for his efforts on the Farmer’s Market. 
 
 
Mayor Wright closed public comment.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
 


   


Mayor Wright announced the need to have an executive session to discuss real estate and litigation.  
Council Member Shortal to recess to move into executive session.  Council Member Bonser 
seconded. Mayor Wright called for the vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Wright reconvened the meeting. 
 


 
ADJOURN  


Council Member Shortal motioned to adjourn.  Council Member Wittenstein seconded.  Mayor 
Wright called for the vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
There being no further business the Meeting was adjourned. 
 
        
 







Approved by: 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Ken Wright, Mayor  
 
       Attest: 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 








CITY OF DUNWOODY 
May 18, 2009 


CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 
 


The Mayor and Council of the City of Dunwoody held a City Council Work Session on Monday, 
May 18, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  The Council Meeting was held in the Dunwoody United Methodist 
Church, 1548 Mount Vernon Road, Dunwoody, Georgia 30338.  Present for this meeting were the 
following: 
 
  Mayor   Ken Wright 
  


District 1, Post 1 Denis Shortal, Council Member 
  District 3, Post 3 Tom Taylor, Council Member 
  At Large, Post 4 Robert Wittenstein, Council Member 
  At Large, Post 5 Danny Ross, Council Member 
   
      


Staff Present:  Brian Anderson, City Attorney 
     Warren Hutmacher, City Manager 
     Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 


Bill Grogan, Chief of Police 
Karine Roy, Assistant City Clerk 
Jennifer Peterson, Director of Community Development 
Tanya Jackson, Project Manager Officer 
Richard Meehan, Public Works Director 
Lenny Felgin, Assistant City Attorney 
Lisa Ferguson, Accounting Manager 


 
Mayor Wright called the meeting to order.  
 
ROLL CALL AND GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mayor Wright thanked the Dunwoody Chamber of Commerce for the news special that was done 
for the City of Dunwoody. He also thanked Council Member Shortal and Council Member Ross for 
attending.   


  


 
INVOCATION
 


 led by Council Member Ross. 


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 


 led by Council Member Shortal. 


APPROVAL OF THE MEETING AGENDA:
 


 The agenda was approved with no objections. 


PUBLIC COMMENT
 


:  Mayor Wright requested public comment.   


Rick Callihan - said he opposes allowing non-Dunwoody residents to serve on committees and said 
that he feels that elected officials and their spouses should not be permitted to serve on committees. 
 
Bill Robinson – stated that if the City receives stimulus funds those funds should not be used to add 
staff. 







Thomas Schneider – expressed his concern with the number of illegal right-of-way signs around the 
City.   
 
Bill McCahan – requested that the Dunwoody Arts & Crafts festival be held later in the year, stating 
that he feels it would compromise the sponsorships for Lemonade Days. 
 
Barbara Robinson – suggested the City consider a community calendar to assist in coordination and 
scheduling of events held in the City.  
 
Bob Dallas - said the Arts & Crafts festival is a good idea.  He added that he feels the Dunwoody 
Convention & Visitors Bureau would be best as a 501C6 organization. 
 
Max Lehmann - requested a more effective means of public zoning notices to maximize awareness 
of zoning changes and suggested online notices, and notices by mail for those who are within 1000 
feet of the property being considered.  
 
Angela Thomas-Zale sky – said she is interested in adopting the Dunwoody-Shallowford Road 
island if the Adopt-a-Spot program in put in place.  
 
Mayor Wright closed public comment. 
 


Council Member Ross thanked Council Member Shortal for volunteering to help clean up the 
property adjacent to the Post Office that the Farmer’s Market will move to.  He also expressed his 
condolences for his good friend, Ira Archer, who passed away. 


MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENT: 


 
Council Member Shortal thanked Council Member Ross for his work with the cleanup of the 
property.  He expressed his thanks to the police department for all their efforts since rolling out.   
 
Council Member Taylor reported that he, Mayor Wright, City Manager Warren Hutmacher, and 
Officer Fladrich hosted a delegation from the Government of the Republic of Georgia working 
through the Friendship Force.  
 


 
DISCUSSION 


Dunwoody Arts Festival Presentation: Frances Shuby gave a presentation on having a Dunwoody 
Arts & Crafts Festival to promote fine art, food, and family entertainment on Mother’s Day 
weekend.  She said the festival would highlight the City and its businesses and it would help build a 
strong community spirit. Ms. Shuby explained the levels of sponsorships would range from $1,000 
to $20,000.  Mayor Wright asked if there were other dates that could be considered for the festival. 
Frances Ms. Shuby replied that the artists are already booked for October.  Council Member Shortal 
asked about the economic impact for the businesses.  Cindy Flint replied that this it has been the 
highest grossing weekend of the year for the business and restaurants of some cities. Council 
Member Ross said the festival would be great for the community but expressed concern that having 
it on Mother’s Day would adversely affect Lemonade Days and recommended having it in the Fall. 
Council Member Shortal asked that everyone have an open mind when considering the date for the 
festival Council Member Taylor asked that more facts and figures be gathered and more discussion 
before a date is set.  







Public Hearing – Dunwoody Convention & Visitors Bureau:


 


 Mayor Wright requested public 
comments and opened the public hearing. Those who spoke in favor of a 501C6 were: 


Jim Sprouse - Executive Director of the Georgia Hotel and Lodging Association, said he supported 
the 501C6 model and that the majority of hotels follow this model.  
 
Spurgen Richardson - a retiree of the Atlanta Convention & Visitors Bureau, suggested that the 
Convention & Visitors Bureau be kept out of politics. He said the job of the Board is to market and 
sell the events and it is important to have a plan and a budget for how the money will be spent. 
 
Craig Hilliard - General Manager of the Crowne Plaza Ravinia, agreed that it should be a 501C6 
model. 
 
Bob Dallas - recommended following the 501C6 model and suggested that the Board consist of 9 
members (3 appointed by the City, 3 appointed by the hoteliers, 1 from retail/restaurant, 1 from 
PCID, 1 from a Dunwoody business organization).   
 
Lindsay Balleu – said the contracts need to be reviewed every year. 
 
Mayor Wright closed public comments and the public hearing.  
 
Council Member Taylor said three decisions would have to be made; 1) whether to stay with 
DeKalb County; 2) whether to follow the 501C6 model; and 3) whether to follow the authority 
model. Council Member Shortal agreed that the Board should be made up of a cross section of 
members.  Council Member Wittenstein stated that Sandy Springs has a 501C6 and the board 
members are chosen by Mayor and Council. Council Member Ross suggested this item be placed on 
the June work session as a First Read.  
 
FIRST READ: Ordinance to amend Chapter 23: Streets and Sidewalks by creating Adopt-a-
Spot Program:


 


 Read by Sharon Lowery, City Clerk. Richard Meehan, Director of Public Works 
presented a draft policy for the Adopt-a-Spot program and said that most cities combine landscape 
& cleaning pollution in their programs. Richard Meehan said that any organizations and 
corporations can participate in the program, as well as schools. Council Member Ross asked if any 
permits had to be obtained. Richard Meehan replied that a permit is only needed for review and 
control and contracts are set from 1-4 years and are renewable with first priority. Council Member 
Wittenstein asked if the Mayor and Council were also voting on the guidelines for the program. City 
Manager Warren Hutmacher clarified that Mayor and Council will vote on the ordinance and 
associated fees and Staff would handle the guidelines. Gordon Jackson, the President of the 
Dunwoody Homeowners Association, said they have been running the program thus far due to 
interested people and ask that they be able to meet with city staff regarding the program.  


Boyken Status Report:


 


  City Manager Warren Hutmacher reported that the first floor build out is 
scheduled to be complete on May 27, 2009 and recommended that Council authorize termination of  
the contract at the next meeting. Mr. Hutmacher reported that the total cumulative cost of the 
contract is $575,000.  


April Financial Report: City Manager Warren Hutmacher announced that Chris Pike has been 
hired as the new Director of Finance & Administration and will start on June 1, 2009. He said the 







financial summary is positive and that the City has begun going from building to building in search 
of businesses that have not yet applied for their business license. Council Member Ross asked if the 
City had a process in place to get the business license money from DeKalb County.  Mr. Hutmacher 
replied that the City is currently working on a process to collect fees from DeKalb County.  
 
Federal Stimulus Program Update:


 


 Tanya Jackson, PMO and Budget Director, announced that 
the City is looking into securing stimulus funding for 2009. The City is currently engaged in the 
following stimulus initiatives; 1) Competitive Surface Transportation Program (requesting $750,000); 
and 2) COPS Hiring Recovery Program (CHRP) (requesting $1,442,782). The City will also try and 
secure funding for energy efficiency through the Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority 
(GEFA). Tanya Jackson stated that she has been in communication with Congressman Price’s 
office. 


Discussion of Ordinance to amend Chapter 2: Administration (ORDINANCE 2009-XX-
XX):


 


  City Attorney Brian Anderson presented two revisions to the ordinance requiring that any 
member appointed on a board must be a resident of Dunwoody and that the Mayor shall establish 
qualifications for members of each committee and only the Mayor and Council is able to nominate 
members for committees. Mayor Wright suggested that the City move forward with option two. 


Resolution to transmit the Community Assessment and Community Participation Plan for 
the City of Dunwoody Comprehensive Plan process:


 


 Jennifer Peterson, Community 
Development Director, reported that there are two pieces of discussion for one item and the public 
hearing will be held on May 26, 2009. Michelle Alexander of POND reported that next Tuesday will 
be the run of the key maps and tables. She also stated that the DCA requires census data to be used 
and the data was compared to ARC’s population estimate. She stated that the executive summary is 
in front of the packet followed by the maps of special attention (zoning maps and character maps).  


Presentation of a Lights Off/Power Down policy:


 


  Jennifer Peterson, Community Development 
Director,  gave the presentation on a Lights Off/Power Down policy and said this is part of the 
Atlanta Regional Commission’s requirement to obtain certification as a Green Community.  


Request to initiate a zoning text amendment for an Outdoor Lighting Efficiency ordinance:


 


 
Jennifer Peterson, Community Development Director, said the text amendment will require efficient 
operation of outdoor lighting by limited misdirected, excessive, or unnecessary outdoor lighting. 
Council Member Wittenstein said he was in support of this and directed staff to send the text 
amendment to Community Council before coming before Mayor and Council for consideration.  


Request to initiate a zoning text amendment to create a zoning category for land used for 
public services and facilities:


 


 Jennifer Peterson, Community Development Director, explained 
that this would be an amendment to the zoning ordinance to add additional assurance that public 
property will continue to be used as public facility. Mayor Wright directed city staff to put this in 
motion. Council Member Wittenstein suggested that parks be distinguished as park land.  


Discussion of Temporary Outdoor Seasonal Sales and permitting options:


 


 Jennifer Peterson, 
Community Development Director, recommended that no changes be made until the 
Comprehensive Plan is complete and finalized.  







Discussion of resolution adopting and approving a license fee for door-to-door salesmen 
and solicitors in the City of Dunwoody:


 


 City Attorney Brian Anderson explained that for profit 
organizations would have to obtain a permit and nonprofit organizations would not.   


Discussion of Ashford-Dunwoody Road Signage:


 


 Mayor Wright requested that road signage 
have the City Seal at the top and requested that all ideas be given to Richard Meehan, Director of 
Public Works, who will then present the design idea to Mayor and Council for consideration. 


Discussion of Automated External Defibrillators (AED’s):


 


 Bob Lundsten presented the need 
for the City of Dunwoody police officers to carry Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs).  He 
said he would like to approach all civic organizations within the City to enlist their assistance in 
raising funds. He estimated that the City would need 42 AEDS, at an estimated cost of 
approximately $1,500 each.  


PUBLIC COMMENT


 


:  Mayor Wright requested public comment. There was no public comment. 
Mayor Wright closed public comment.  


EXECUTIVE SESSION:
 


  There was no executive session. 


There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
ADJOURN  


 
       Approved by: 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Ken Wright, Mayor  
 
        
 


Attest: 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 





